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To claim for co-operative theory an independent place
midway between the liberal school and the school of Karl
Marx was the fundamental tenet of the new teaching,
and for those of us who are disciples of Gide and have
entered into his intellectual heritage it still remains the
core of our social philosophy. Gide's aversion both to
Marxism and to liberalism had its roots in the strong
moral convictions by which he was constantly inspired.
How, indeed, is it possible, for anyone imbued with
the Christian ideal of charity as a duty towards all, with
belief in the infinite value of every human being (which
democracy, merely secularising the idea, makes the
basis of all its political and social edifice), how is it pos-
sible to accept the harshness of the liberal school, its
indifference to human suffering? Well might Gide be
revolted by the terrible saying of Charles Dunoyer in the
middle of last century: "It is well that there should be
the lower depths of society into which families who
behave ill may fall; poverty is that fearsome hell/'
Gide's first and most notable service was that he
effected a breach between the liberal school and co-
operative doctrine. For it must be remembered that,
until about .1885, when the first national congress of
consumers' co-operative societies met on the initiative of
M. de Boyve, the ambition of these societies was ex-
tremely modest: they wished merely to procure at low
prices a few simple foodstuffs for small groups of persons.
The other forms of co-operative societies aimed at pro-
moting the professional work of the farmer and certain
classes of craftsmen, and at procuring work for associated
workers. The liberal economists naturally approved this
modest programme, in which they saw a possibility of
facilitating popular thrift, for the dividend at the end of
the year was an automatic means of saving by which the
workers would more readily acquire house property or
land. For these economists never forget that by increasing
the number of small property owners one increases the

